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Following Ukraine’s offensive into Russian territory and the occupation of parts of 

Kursk Oblast in August 2024, Russian authorities introduced a new method of 

pressuring journalists: criminal prosecutions for visiting Ukrainian-controlled areas 

of the region.  

Under Part 3, Article 322 of the Russian Criminal Code,1 several foreign journalists 

have been accused of ‘illegally crossing the state border’ while covering the conflict 

in Kursk Oblast. If convicted, they face up to five years in prison and inclusion on 

an international wanted list. Among the first to be targeted were Italian journalists 

Simone Traini and Stefania Battistini from RAI, prompting diplomatic tensions, 

including Russia summoning Italy's ambassador to Moscow to express their protest.2 

A Russian court has even requested the extradition of Traini and Battistini. Italian 

deputy prime minister and foreign minister Antonio Tajani condemned the move, 

calling it ‘another form of persecution against press freedom’.3 

In addition to the RAI journalists, criminal cases have also been initiated against 

reporters from France 2,4 ABC News,5 DW,6 CNN,7 HotNews,8 and Hromadske.9 

Organisations such as the International Federation of Journalists and the 

Committee to Protect Journalists have condemned these actions, viewing them as 

an assault on press freedom and a deliberate attempt to suppress the truth about 

the war.10 
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The journalists and media workers surveyed by TH and RSF also mentioned that 

Russian authorities have taken direct legal actions against journalists as part of a 

broader strategy to suppress independent reporting. One respondent reported that, 

after covering a Ukrainian counteroffensive, their work was discussed by a well-

known pro-Russian analyst, leading to threats, the opening of a case against them 

by the Federal Security Service of the Russian Federation, and an arrest warrant 

issued by a Russian court. Others described being placed on international wanted 

lists simply for reporting from certain locations.11 These legal measures demonstrate 

how intimidation extends beyond rhetoric to concrete judicial actions, further 

restricting the ability of journalists to operate safely. 

Russia reinforces its legal actions with diplomatic support as a means of 

intimidation. In August 2024, the Russian embassy in France issued a warning to 

the French media, cautioning against unauthorised border crossings and asserting 

that it meticulously tracks cases of foreign journalists ‘illegally’ entering Russian 

territory.12 The embassy further stated that such information is relayed to the 

relevant authorities for further action. The repeated use of the term ‘terrorism’ 

serves to delegitimise journalistic activity and justify potential reprisals. 

Additionally, Russian foreign ministry spokesperson Maria Zakharova characterised 

the presence of Western journalists in Kursk Oblast as direct involvement in hybrid 

aggression.13 Similarly, on 16 August 2024, when the Russian foreign ministry 

summoned the Italian ambassador, it accused the journalists of ‘grossly violating 

Russian law’.14 By framing their work in this manner, Russian authorities 

preemptively challenge their protected status under international law. 

Russian authorities have consistently stated that their military operations target 

strategic and military objectives. However, attacks on hotels, often housing civilians 

and journalists, have raised significant concerns regarding adherence to IHL. As is 

explored in greater detail in the body of this report, the targeting of hotels has not 

only resulted in loss of life and injuries but has also disrupted the operations of 

journalists and media personnel in Ukraine. These incidents underscore the broader 

humanitarian impact of the conflict and highlight challenges in ensuring the safety 

of journalists and non-combatants in war zones. The combination of military means, 

political and diplomatic declarations, and criminal proceedings strongly discourages 
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journalists—Western journalists, in particular—from covering the conflict, especially 

to prevent the reporting of potential war crimes. 


