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«Baltimore» airfield 

The «Baltimore» airfield in Voronezh serves as a base of the 47th Bomber 

Regiment, which operates Su-34s1. Investigators have geolocated this airfield in 

a video of Su-34s flying combat missions in the area of responsibility of the 

Russian military groups «Sever» and «Zapad»2 (the border of Bryansk, Kursk and 

Belgorod regions3 and the Kupiansk direction4), but this does not exclude the 

possibility of them being involved in the tasks of other groups. 

 

 

The satellite image of the central part of the «Baltimore» airfield shows at least three 

Su-34s (marked with lines). 
Source: Planet, 1 May 2024. 
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A satellite image of the southeastern part of «Baltimore» airfield shows at least seven 

Su-34s, nine Su-35S and two Su-30SMs (marked with lines). 

Source: Planet, 1 May 2024. 

As of early May 2024, at least ten Su-34s, nine Su-35Ss, and temporarily two Su-

30s were stationed at the airfield.  

Interestingly, after the Ukrainian Armed Forces received permission to use US 

weapons on Russian territory in the frontline zone in June 20245, the Russian 

military removed most of the Su-35S and Su-34 aircrafts from the Baltimore 

airfield. This is evidenced by satellite images from 19 June 2024, which show only 

five combat-ready Su-34s. 
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The satellite image of the western part of «Baltimore» airfield shows at least two Su-34s 

and two Su-24s (marked with lines). 

Source: Planet, 19 June 2024. 

 

A satellite image of the central part of «Baltimore» airfield shows at least three Su-34s 

(marked with lines). 

Source: Planet, 19 June 2024. 
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That is, out of ten Su-34s, at least five aircraft have left the airbase. The Russian 

Aerospace Forces also redeployed all the Su-35S that were at «Baltimore». Since 

this airfield was the only one that could have been hit by ATACMS ballistic 

missiles, its «cleansing» was a natural step for the Russian Air Force leadership. 

It is not known for certain which airfield most of the Su-34s were redeployed to. 

However, after June 2024, the number of Su-34s increased at two airbases in the 

Lipetsk and Voronezh regions. These are the «Lipetsk» and «Borisoglebsk» 

airfields. We will explore this fact further at these airfields. 
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«Lipetsk» airfield 

The «Lipetsk» airfield or Lipetsk Aviation Centre is the base of the 4th Centre for 

Combat Use and Retraining of Aircrew6. It includes the 968th Experimental 

Instructional Mixed Aviation Regiment, which is armed with Su-34 fighter-

bombers, among other things7.  

Truth Hounds investigators have not found any video footage from this airfield 

filmed after the start of the full-scale invasion, so it is difficult to determine 

exactly which groups are taking off from this airfield to carry out their missions. 

As it is close to the northern border of Ukraine, it is likely to be used for combat 

missions within the «Zapad» and «Sever» groups. However, it is possible that 

aircrafts from this airfield could also operate under the command of other groups, 

depending on the specific tasks. 

 

 

The satellite image of the northern part of «Lipetsk-2» airfield shows at least nine Su-

34s, four Su-30SMs and one Su-35S (marked with lines). 

Source: Planet, 22 June 2024. 
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The first satellite image of the airfield shows at least nine Su-34s at one of the 

sites where Su-34s are waiting to take off for combat missions. One of these 

aircrafts is returning from the runway.  

 

 

Satellite image of the southern part of the «Lipetsk-2» airfield shows at least three Su-

34s, one Su-35S and five Su-24s (marked with lines). 

Source: Planet, 22 June 2024. 

Additionally, the second satellite image of a different section of the airfield on the 

same day indicates the presence of at least three additional Su-34s. This brings 

the total number of Su-34s to twelve. It is notable that such a considerable 

number of aircraft have never been observed on any previous images of this 

airfield. 

Truth Hounds investigators compared satellite imagery of «Lipetsk» with images 

of the same airfield from May 2024 to check whether the aircraft could have been 

redeployed from «Baltimore» to this particular airfield. 
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The satellite image of the northern part of the «Lipetsk-2» airfield shows at least three 

Su-34s, five Su-30SMs and one Su-35S. 

Source: Planet, 1 May 2024. 

 

The satellite image of the southern part of the «Lipetsk-2» airfield shows at least one 

Su-34 and five Su-24 (marked with lines). 

Source: Planet, 1 May 2024. 
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In the images from 1 May 2024, only four Su-34s are visible at the «Lipetsk» 

airfield. It is likely that some of the aircraft were in the air on a combat mission, 

as the total number of Su-34s at this airfield ranged from 7-88 . Thus, we can state 

that the number of Su-34s has increased by at least four units compared to May. 

Obviously, in early June 2024, Su-34s were redeployed to «Lipetsk-2» airfield 

from their previous location, which may have been the «Baltimore» airfield 

mentioned in the previous section. Unfortunately, there is insufficient information 

in public sources to confirm that the transfer took place from «Baltimore» airfield 

specifically. 
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«Borisoglebsk» airfield 

Nominally, the «Borisoglebsk» airfield is used to train pilots of the Faculty of 

Attack and Bomber Aviation of the Krasnodar Higher Military Aviation School,9 

but since the beginning of the full-scale invasion, Su-34s have been deployed at 

the airfield. 

In 2022-2023, the airfield was home to aircraft from the 277th Bomber Regiment, 

which have been repeatedly identified by various OSINT researchers.10 

 

 

The freeze frame from the video of the Su-34 aircraft shows battle stars near the 

cockpit. 

Source: @GuyPlopsky, 18 July 2022.11 

One red star under the cockpit of a Su-34 indicates 10 successful combat 

missions,12 meaning that this aircraft had flown at least 100 combat missions at 

the time of the video. 
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The aircrafts of this regiment were stationed at the «Borisoglebsk» airfield from 

the summer of 2022,13 but by the summer of 2023, they had changed their 

location. After analysing satellite imagery, Truth Hounds investigators concluded 

that the airfield was not actively used by Su-34 aircraft until June 2024.14 

As mentioned earlier, at least five Su-34s and nine Su-35Ss from «Baltimore» 

airfield were redeployed to another location. It seems reasonable to conclude that 

the locations was most likely «Borisoglebsk». This is evidenced by the following 

facts. 

The images of this airfield from 2 July 2024 show four Su-34s and six Su-35Ss, 

which were not previously present at «Borisoglebsk» airfield.15 

  

 

A satellite image of the «Borisoglebsk» airfield shows at least four Su-34s and six Su-

35Ss (marked with lines). 
Source: Planet, 2 July 2024. 

The photo clearly shows that one of the Su-34s is covered by black camouflage. 

The black «distinctive» camouflage of an aircraft clearly identifies the unit to 

which it belongs. As we have already noted, Su-34s had two camouflage colours 

(black and blue) only until 2013,16 so this aircraft may belong to a unit that received 
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Su-34s before then. There are two such units in the Russian VKS: the 47th 

Bombardment Regiment (home airfield «Baltimore», Voronezh region) and the 

559th Bombardment Regiment (home airfield «Morozovsk», Rostov region). Given 

the fact that at least five Su-34s have recently been redeployed from 

«Baltimore», it is likely that these aircrafts flew to the «Borisoglebsk» airfield. This 

is evidenced by the black camouflage of one of the aircraft and the presence of 

six Su-35Ss, which were probably relocated with the Su-34. 

Thus, since the beginning of July 2024, another airfield has emerged from which 

Su-34s have been launching strikes, including those targeting the Kharkiv region. 
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«Buturlinovka» airfield 

«Buturlinovka» airfield in the Voronezh region is used to base Su-34 aircraft 

during Russia’s full-scale invasion of Ukraine.  

In the first six months of 2024, at least six Su-34s17 from the 2nd Mixed Aviation 

Regiment were stationed at the airfield. 18 Since June 2024, following news of the 

authorisation of US weapons strikes on Russian territory in the frontline zone, 

these aircraft have been redeployed to another, currently unknown airfield. 

 

 

A satellite image of the «Buturlinovka» airfield shows at least three Su-34s 

(marked with a line). 

Source: Planet, 28 May 2024. 
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«Morozovsk» airfield 

The 559th Bomber Regiment’s permanent home base is «Morozovsk» airfield in 

Rostov Oblast. 19 As of 23 May 2024, there were at least 22 Su-34s at the airfield. 

They perform missions within the «Tsentr»,20 «Yug»,21 «Vostok»,22 and «Dnepr»23 

groups. 

The Truth Hounds investigators came to this conclusion by analysing video 

footage of Su-34 aircraft taking off from the «Morozovsk» airfield to perform 

combat missions in each of these groups. As for the missions in the area of 

responsibility of the «Dnepr» group, in December 2023, three Su-34s from the 

«Morozovsk» airfield were shot down within the Kherson region.24 At that time, 

they were on a combat mission to bomb the village of Krynky, which is located in 

the area of responsibility of the «Dnepr» group, but came under attack by 

Ukrainian air defence.25 

 

 

The satellite image of the «Morozovsk» airfield shows at least 22 Su-34 and five Su-35S 

aircraft (marked with lines). 
Source: Planet, 23 May 2024. 
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During Russia’s invasion of Ukraine, aircrafts from the 559th Regiment were 

repeatedly redeployed to other airfields, including the «Belbek» airfield in 2022-

2023.26 

After a strike by the Ukrainian Defence Forces on «Morozovsk» airfield on 3 

August 2024, which destroyed an ammunition depot and one Su-34,27 most of the 

aircraft were redeployed to «Marinovka» airfield. 

As of the end of August 2024, up to five Su-34s were based at the «Morozovsk» 

airfield.28 
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«Belbek» airfield (2023)  

The «Belbek» airfield, located near Sevastopol, was widely used during 2022-

2023 by both Su-34 and Su-35 aircrafts. Since the Ukrainian Armed Forces 

expanded their ability to hit targets at long distances, the Russian VKS withdrew 

Su-34 and Su-35 aircrafts from this airfield, so we will only be interested in the 

eyar 2023 in this investigation. According to Ukrainian military correspondents, 

at least six Su-34s and six Su-35Ss were based at the airfield at the time.29 

In satellite images from 2 May 2023, five Su-34s can be seen.  

 

 

A satellite image of the western part of the «Belbek» airfield shows at least five Su-34s 

and six Su-27/35s (marked with lines). 

Source: Planet, 2 May 2023. 

Truth Hounds investigators were able to identify at least six Su-34s at this airfield, 

all of which belong to the 559th Bombardment Regiment. 
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However, in late 2023 and early 2024, the Su-34s left the «Belbek» airfield. To 

confirm this, Truth Hounds obtained a satellite image of «Belbek» from 16 May 

2024 and verified that the Su-34s were no longer based at the airfield. 

 

 

No Su-34s are visible on the satellite image of «Belbek» airfield. 

Source: Planet, 16 May 2024. 

It is likely that all Su-34s were sent to their home base in «Morozovsk» in late 

2023. This makes it possible to identify an additional six aircraft that have likely 

been deployed to the «Morozovsk» airbase since early 2024. 
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«Marinovka» airfield 

The «Marinovka» airfield, located in the Volgograd region, is the base for the 11th 

Mixed Aviation Regiment, which is equipped with Su-24MR aircraft. During the 

full-scale invasion, the Russian VKS began using the airfield to deploy Su-34s. 

Truth Hounds investigators have pinpointed at least several aviation units to 

which the identified Su-34s could have belonged, including the 559th 

Bombardment Aviation Regiment, the 2nd Mixed Regiment and the 277th 

Bombardment Aviation Regiment. 

Satellite imagery from 25 May 2024 shows at least eight Su-34s at the airfield. 

This coincides with reports by Ukrainian war correspondents who have written 

about eight Su-34s in service.30 

 

 

A satellite image of the «Marinovka» airfield shows at least eight Su-34s and five Su-

24s (marked with lines). 
Source: Planet, 25 May 2024. 

In general, the «Marinovka» airfield is used by many Russian units, as almost all 

Su-34 regiments have been stationed at the airfield at one time or another. 



19 
 

On 22 August 2024, the Ukrainian Defence Forces conducted a strike on the 

airfield, destroying at least one Su-34 and damaging two more Su-34s.31 Before 

the attack, there were about 15 Su-34s at the airfield (some of them redeployed 

from Morozovsk airfield).32 After the attack, at least five Su-34s remained at the 

airfield. At the time of the completion of this investigation, it was not known where 

the aircraft from «Marinovka» had been redeployed.  
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«Yeysk» airfield 

The «Yeysk» airfield is located near the city of the same name in the Krasnodar 

Territory. The 859th Naval Aviation Combat and Retraining Centre is based at this 

airfield,33 but since the beginning of the full-scale invasion of Ukraine, various 

types of aircrafts, including Su-34s, have been based there. Aircrafts from this 

airfield mostly performed their tasks in the southern operational zone «Yug» and 

were involved in combat missions within the groups operating in the relevant area 

in 2023.34 

During 2023, up to five Su-34s were stationed at the airfield.35 Russian 

propaganda media repeatedly filmed footage at the airfield.36  

The Truth Hounds investigators managed to geolocate the filming location at the 

«Yeysk» airfield and identify the unit stationed there. They were helped by traces 

of a characteristic shape on the territory near the runway of the airfield, which 

coincide with those depicted on the satellite image of this area of the «Yeysk» 

airfield. 

 

 

Freeze frame from a video by a Russian media outlet at the «Yeysk» airfield in 

Krasnodar Territory, showing a distinctive landscape feature that allows for the 

identification of the airfield. 

Source: @zvezdanews, 12 July 2023.37 
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Google Earth image showing the same landscape feature as in the video. 

Source: Maxar, 10 May 2022. 

The video enabled the Truth Hounds investigators to ascertain that the aircraft in 

question belonged to the 277th Bombardment Aviation Regiment.38 As a 

conclusion, Su-34s from this particular unit were deployed at the «Yeysk» airbase 

in the summer of 2023.  

The presence of Su-34s at the airport is also evidenced by satellite photographs. 

For example, satellite images of the «Yeysk» airfield from 23 August 2023 show 

that at least 4 Su-34 aircrafts were deployed at the airfield in 2023.  
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A satellite image of the eastern part of the «Yeysk» airfield shows at least four Su-34s 

and two Su-35S (marked with lines). 

Source: Planet, 23 August 2023. 
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Photographs of the airfield published in September 2023 show five Su-34s parked 

at the airfield.39 

 

 

An image of the «Yeysk» airfield taken in autumn 2023 shows at least five Su-34s 

parked in their designated spots. 

Source: @EasternEagleAvia, 27 June 2024.40 

To monitor the presence or absence of Su-34s at specific airfields, it is sometimes 

sufficient to use low-quality satellite imagery. Truth Hounds investigators used 

them to determine the final date of deployment of these aircraft at the «Yeysk» 

airfield. According to Sentinel-2 satellite imagery, the Su-34s were based at this 

airfield until mid-October 2023. The images from 25 October 2023 onwards do 

not show any Su-34s at the airfield. 
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A satellite image of the «Yeysk» airfield shows at least five Su-34s (marked with lines). 

Source: Sentinel-2, 20 September 2023. 

 

The satellite image of the «Yeysk» airfield shows empty parking lots that used to house 

Su-34s. 

Source: Sentinel-2, 25 October 2023. 

The aircrafts were probably relocated to the «Morozovsk» airfield, where they 

were later spotted.  
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«Primorsk-Akhtarsk» airfield 

The «Primorsk-Akhtarsk» airfield, located on the coast of the Azov Sea in the 

Krasnodar Territory, sometimes serves as a jumping-off point for Su-34 aircraft. 

During 2023-2024, between one and two Su-34s took off from this airfield to carry 

out combat missions, 41 but Su-34s are not permanently deployed at this airfield. 

Instead, there are painted full-size images of these aircraft, as in the photo below. 

 

 

The satellite image of the western part of the «Primorsk-Akhtarsk» airfield does not 

show any Su-34s, but instead shows a silhouette of an aircraft (graphically 

superimposed on the enlarged image). 

Source: Planet, 25 May 2024. 
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«Maikop» airfield (until March 2024) 

The «Maikop» airfield or Khan Air Base is the 272nd training airbase in Adygea, 

one of the republics of the Russian Federation.42 However, during the full-scale 

invasion, the base was used by the Russian VKS as a combat base. From autumn 

2023 to 3-5 March 2024, Su-34 and Su-35S aircraft were deployed at the 

airfield.43 

Ukrainian military correspondents reported that four Su-34 aircraft from the 968th 

Experimental Instructor Mixed Air Regiment («Lipetsk» airfield, Lipetsk region) 

were relocated to the «Maikop» airfield in February 2024.44 

Some Russian military officials have explicitly asserted that the 277th Bomber 

Regiment is currently stationed at the airfield in question.45 

Additionally, the aircraft of the 968th Research and Instructional Mixed Aviation 

Regiment were redeployed to the «Maikop» airfield between February and March 

2023, as reported by Ukrainian military correspondents.46 Prior to that, the aircraft 

had already been spotted at the «Morozovsk» airfield.47 According to another 

version, these aircraft were transferred to the 277th Bombardment Regiment amid 

its losses. 

It is also interesting to note that Russian correspondents reported that aircrafts 

from this airfield were flying combat missions under the direction of the «Zapad» 

group (Kupiansk direction),48 while Ukrainian correspondents noted that the 

aircrafts were flying missions in the Avdiivka and Mariupol directions (the 

«Tsentr», «Yug», «Vostok» groups).49 It is likely that aircrafts from this airfield 

could be involved in missions for all of these groups. 

Satellite imagery from 27 February 2024 shows at least eight Su-34 and seven 

Su-35S at an airfield near Maikop. 
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A satellite image of the central part of the «Maikop» airfield shows at least eight Su-34s, 

seven Su-35Ss and one Su-30SM (marked with lines). 

Source: Planet, 27 February 2024. 

 

Satellite image of the eastern part of the «Maikop» airfield shows at least four Su-35Ss 

(marked with lines). 

Source: Planet, 27 February 2024. 
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The images from 18 March 2024 do not show any of these aircraft as they were 

relocated to «Kushchevska» airfield.50 

 

 

The satellite image of the Maikop airfield does not show any Su-34 or Su-35S. 

Source: Planet, 18 March 2024. 
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«Kushchevska» airfield (since March 2024) 

On a permanent basis, the «Kushchevska» airfield is the base for the 195th 

training base in Krasnodar Territory.51 However, as early as 2022, the Russian VKS 

began using this airfield to deploy aircraft involved in the invasion, in particular, 

to deploy MiG-31s.52 

As noted above, since March 2024, Su-34 and Su-35S aircrafts have been 

permanently based at this airfield and can carry out combat missions on the 

territory of Ukraine, including bombing with guided aerial bombs under the 

command of various groups, including «Zapad», «Tsentr», «Yuh» and 

«Vostok».53 

 

 

A satellite image of the «Kushchevska» airfield shows at least eight Su-34s, eight Su-

35S and four Su-27/35s (marked with lines). 

Source: Planet, 19 March 2024. 
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At least nine Su-34, five Su-35S and three Su-27/35 are visible on the satellite image of 

the «Kushchevska» airfield (marked with lines). 

Source: Planet, 11 May 2024. 

At least four of the Su-34s at this airfield belong to the 968th Experimental 

Instructor Mixed Aviation Regiment,54 and at least four Su-35Ss belong to the 23rd 

Fighter Aviation Regiment.55 

Given the presence of a Su-34 of the 277th Bombardment Regiment,56 Truth 

Hounds investigators have suggested that the remaining Su-34s at 

«Kushchevska» airfield also belong to the 277th Aviation Regiment.  

According to low-quality Sentinel-2 satellites, in the 20s of May 2024, aircrafts 

from this airfield returned to the «Maikop» airfield in the Republic of Adygea.57 
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A satellite image of the central part of the «Maikop» airfield shows at least eight Su-34s 

and possibly two Su-35Ss. 
Source: Sentinel-2, 25 May 2024. 
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«Akhtubinsk» airfield 

The «Akhtubinsk» airfield in Astrakhan region belongs to the 929th State Flight 

Test Centre. It is home to aircraft of various types, including Su-34, Su-35, Su-57 

and others.58 

At least six Su-34 aircrafts are under the control of this test centre. 

 

 

The satellite image of «Akhtubinsk» airfield shows at least six Su-34s 

(marked with lines). 

Source: Planet, 14 May 2024. 

Su-34s from this airfield are primarily used to launch X-59 missiles,59 not bombing 

strikes. Therefore, this unit does not usually participate in combat operations 

involving the launch of guided bombs. 
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