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From Russia with love: enforced disappearances and the creation of "'republics™ on the
territory occupied by the Russian armed forces

Since the beginning of the new wave of armed aggression by the Russian Federation on 24
February 2022 and the invasion of the territory of mainland Ukraine, information about
enforced disappearances of journalists, politicians and activists in Russian-controlled territories
has begun to come to light. Judging by the focus on people in these groups enforced
disappearances appear to be being used to suppress resistance in the occupied territories and
create pseudo-republics, under Russian control — like the so-called Donetsk People's Republic
(DNR) and the Luhansk People's Republic (LNR).

Even before the Russian invasion of Ukraine, the United States released intelligence warning
that the Russian Federation was planning targeted attacks on politicians, activists and Russian
dissidents after the invasion of Ukraine “which in previous Russian operations involved
targeted killings, abductions, torture, are likely to be aimed at those who oppose Russia’s

actions”.!

This report contains information on the cases of enforced disappearances and other forms of
attacks against activists, politicians and journalists of which we are aware at the time of
writing. New information on enforced disappearances and new cases is published daily.

Creation of “republics”

From 2 March 2022, representatives of the Russian armed forces have been trying to create a
so-called KNR (abbreviation for Kherson People’s Republic) in settlements in Kherson region.
This requires persuading the authorities of the region to cooperate with the occupying forces
and the appointment of new leaders from among the locals as well as the suppression of any
dissent that opposes such plans.

In order to prepare the ground the occupying authorities impose restrictions on freedom of
speech and freedom of movement, stipulating that “... in the event of a breach ... of the rules,
individuals will be detained, prosecuted and transferred to military law enforcement

! Russia Planning Post-Invasion Arrest and Assassination Campaign in Ukraine, U.S. Officials Say, available at:
https://foreignpolicy.com/2022/02/18/russia-ukraine-arrest-assassination-invasion/

Secretary Antony J. Blinken on Russia’s Threat to Peace and Security at the UN Security Council, published
February 17 2022, available at:https://www.state.gov/secretary-antony-j-blinken-on-russias-threat-to-peace-and-
security-at-the-un-security-council/
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officials”.2 Thus, any public expression of civil position and disagreement with the
administrative decisions of the occupying state, have been declared illegal.

The work of persuading local residents to head the occupation administrations is well illustrated
by the example of Kakhovka, where Ukrainian citizen VVolodymyr Leontiev appears to have
been elected to serve as either commandant or “acting head of the administration”. According
to local activist Andrii Kalov, Volodymyr Leontiev and another local resident, Vitaliy
Yefimenko (believed to be a member of a local criminal group and going by the nickname
“Yefim”), joined Kakhovka City Council after it was seized by Russian armed forces. Shortly
afterwards, local media sources in the Kakhovka City Council confirmed the cooperation of
Volodymyr Leontiev and Yefim with the occupying forces and their presence in the city council
building. 3 According to Andrii Kalov, Vitalii Yefimenko, in particular “promised massacres
of pro-Ukrainian locals”.

2 Toct oMOyzcMmana B cotianbHii mepexi Facebook , 13 March at 02:14 available
at:https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fhid=501495704665040&set=a.244521147029165&type=3&eid=ARD
XZoyHZUOBVLTkblur-

dnY5u3bWIdpOJPI5iYgQs3QYWbbACSKUZEXtO5LugApESUW4A8VKE8YpPSpGn&  xts  [0]=68.ARAmMgDct
FOrhWa_4rdD1F4N-FODV8NG7FmgTII9E_UzmGaSz2bwLoxtpolSLESA61YbMBY ArkeHKnyV5sa-
MGhGLDs-0130QtdRIZ4Y cit7dPAOHVoxI30dzuPcGWsQ2-
hbbDeOQAC2gkQS9p3eiPYKKRfyPgMOScS8KWNES5tQMprBvrjWosémzV5-pU2RoP-

fVeGCpIN B wdXxyfw5B6r7g8WC -

7CSUXg2ReXr fz2Z0T9hsstBNecMrmKzLF1X3abuO3NX7QJUZFeKL-

wvgqméD AC7vnfDMhF17VZS72HE6NMr3w

3Tunouii “Gennepisens”. 1o Bizomo mpo HoBoro “raymsiirepa” Hosoi Kaxosku, March 10, available at:
https://eprostir.org/2022/03/10/shcho-vidomo-pro-novoho-hauliaitera-novoi-kakhovky-i-kakhovky/
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Order of the "military commander of Kherson People's Republic"
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Oleh Baturin
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IHpopmaLis npo Te, WO "BiNCbKOBUA KOMeHAaHT"
HoBoi KaxoBku i KaxoBku Bonognumup J1eoHTbEB
€ KepiBHUKOM KaxoBCbKoro BigaineHHsa TOB
"YHicdep" He BignoBigae ginicHoCTI.

- Bonogumup J1eOHTbHEB 3BiSIbHEHUI 3 HALLOT
KoMmnaHii B yepBHi 2021 poky. BiH, aincHo, 6yB
npuaHayeHun kepisHMKom TOB "YHidbep CmapTt
Pein" - NpoeKTy Haloi KoOMNaHii, AKUKA,
¢hakTnyHO, Tak i He No4vae npauyrBaTu. Mu noro
nnaHyBanun 3anycTuUTK, ane ua KOMMaHia HaBiTb
He BifiKpuBana paxyHKu i He Bena >XogHoTI
nisnbHOCTI. HeBaoB3i nicnsa 3BiNIbHEHHSA
JleoHTbEBaA MU NoYanu npoueaypy nikeigauir
TOB "YHipep CmapT PenH", ane yepes BiliHYy He
BCTUMU Le 3po6uTn. [ly>xe npoLly He
nos'adyBaTu Bonogumupa JleoHTbeBa 3
KoMmnaHieto "YHidep". Mu niaTpumyBanu i
niaTPUMYyeMO YKpaiHy, - pO3rnoBiB MeHi
KomepuinHun gupektop TOB "YHidep" Bacunb
Bpara.

Andriy Kalov Y)XaHHa KucenboBa

Megiakny6 €sponpocTip / Mediaclub Europrostir

OF 75 3 KoMMeHTapus * Mogenunucb: 15

[C) Hpasutca A} Mopenutbea

A screenshot pf O. Baturin's Facebook page about the "military commander of Kherson People's
Republic”

The third component necessary for the establishment of sham republics in occupied Ukrainian
territories is the coercion of existing government officials to cooperate. In this regard, only
one case of public transition to the side of the Russian Federation is publicly known — that of
Galina Danilchenko in Melitopol. As a member of the Melitopol City Council, Danilchenko
agreed to become so-called acting mayor and began reiterating Russian state propaganda. It
should be noted that international humanitarian law presupposes the cooperation of the local
authorities of the state with the occupying state. However, the Russian Federation has shown
no interest in establishing temporary good faith cooperation with the existing and legitimate
authorities and instead, it has sought to replace them with self-created bodies who lack
legitimacy and backing by local communities.

In order to create a so-called "KNR", Russian representatives use methods including
intimidation and enforced disappearances. These methods are aimed at suppressing dissent and
persuading the local authorities to cooperate with the occupying power. Below is a summary
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of those cases of enforced disappearances in various regions of Ukraine currently under
Russian occupation.

Missing persons

The report describes only some cases of enforced disappearances that took place in the
territories temporarily controlled by Russian armed forces. Information is presented here in
chronological order starting from 4 March 2022.

1. Volodymyr Tiurin, head of the military-civil administration. In the Luhansk region
on 4 March Russian soldiers abducted the deputy head of Shchastia City Military Civil
Administration Volodymyr Tiurin.* At the time of writing, his fate is unknown. Soldiers
put a bag on Tiurin's head and took him away in an unknown direction.

2. Oleksandr Fediunin, an employee of the military registration and enlistment
office. Fediunin’s case was the first case of abduction made public by the Russian law
enforcement agencies. On 8 March 2022, a video was published on the Rus Criminal
YouTube channel® showing a detained man in Kherson. The man in the video identified
himself as Oleksandr Fediunin. A local journalist later confirmed that it was indeed
Fediunin. The video was entitled “Russian special services detained a ukrodeversant
(Ukrainian saboteur) in Kherson”. It is noteworthy that the channel Rus Criminal was
set up on 12 August 2016 and that most of the videos it features are devoted to the
activities of Russian law enforcement agencies. Representatives of the occupying forces
had several versions of Oleksandr Fediunin’s identity - : the video mentioned him as
the head of the group of civil-military cooperation of the military unit A7053, ( 124
brigades of territorial defence of Kherson region). In the video, Fediunin is asked in
Russian about why he was detained. He explains the arrest by saying that he “tried to
remove the booby traps near the Scythian building”. After that, the author of the video
asks what kind of building it is. From this it is possible to conclude that the person
conducting the interrogation is not local. In Kherson, most locals know the Scythia TV
channel, which has been broadcasting for almost three decades. The TV channel's
building was mined on 3 March after it was seized by Russian troops.

“Mocr B cowianbHiii mepexi Facebook,published March 17 2022, at 11:00, available at
https://www.facebook.com/sergey.gaidai.loga/posts/137205428818849

SRussian special services detained a ukrodeversant in Kherson, published march 8 2022, available at:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ylkE3JvekM8



https://www.facebook.com/sergey.gaidai.loga/posts/137205428818849
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Still image from video of the interrogation

Subsequently, the version given of Fediunin’s detention changed. On 9 March at 12:33
the Russian-language media outlet "SM News"published an article entitled "In
Kherson, a detainee of the reconnaissance group of the civil-military cooperation of the
armed forces of Ukraine handed over lists of all its accomplices to the Russian
Federation.” There are two key points in the article: 1) according to journalists “ citing
sources in law enforcement agencies” the detention and interrogation were conducted
by representatives of the so-called "Kherson People's Militia™; 2) representatives of the
sham republic received lists with the names of 402 Ukrainian servicemen from
Fediunin and ... now no one will go unpunished”.®

Another version of events was published in the Russian media "Komsomolskaya
Pravda" on the same day as the previous publication, but later that evening at 09.20
p.m. According to the publication, Fediunin “... set up a booby trap on his own and was
tasked with organising a terrorist attack during demonstrations so that the Kyiv
authorities could accuse Russian soldiers of carrying out a terrorist attack against local
residents”. Photos, which are essentially screenshots from the same video of the

6 B Xepcoue 3axepsxannpiit Haurpymmst TBC BCY nepenan PO crucku Beex CBOMX TOETbHIKOB, published
March 9 2022 at 12:33, available at: https://sm.news/gotovivshij-terakt-v-xersone-major-vsu-slil-spisok-
komandovaniya-brigady-teroborony-56509/



https://sm.news/gotovivshij-terakt-v-xersone-major-vsu-slil-spisok-komandovaniya-brigady-teroborony-56509/
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interrogation, were signed as if they had been taken by representatives of the so-called
“People's Militia of the DNR”.”

In the publications "SM News" and "Komsomolskaya Pravda" the dates of the planned
terrorist attack differ. The first edition claims that the “terrorist attack™ was planned for
6 March, while Komsomolskaya Pravda names 8 March. However, both editions share
the common thesis that representatives of Russian law enforcement agencies received
lists of persons who are at risk of being enforcibly disappeared The fate and
whereabouts of Oleksandr Fediunin is unknown at the time of writing.

3. Serhii Krychuk, activist. On 9 March in the Zaporizhzhya region, Russian soldiers
abducted activist Serhii Krychuk as he drove in a car with his family listening to the
song “Bayraktar”, which praises one of the most effective Ukrainian weapons used
against Russians. The fate and whereabouts of Krychuk are unknown at the time of
writing. 8

4. Leila Ibragimova, people’s deputy. On 10 March soldiers abducted Leila Ibragimova,
a people’s deputy of the Zaporizhzhia Regional Council from her home. She was
released later that day.®

5. lvan Fedorov, mayor. On 11 March, Russian soldiers abducted Melitopol mayor Ivan
Fedorov from the humanitarian headquarters.’® On 14 March it became known that
Fedorov was in the occupied Luhansk region being detained by representatives of the
so-called “MDB LNR”.** On 11 March, about 10 people entered Fedorov's office, put
a bag on his head and took him out of the room.*? The so-called "Prosecutor's Office of
the KNR" accused Fedorov of financing terrorism and terrorist crimes. On 16 March
Fedorov was released.®®

6. Andrii Solovei, football fan. On 11 March the leader of the fans of the football team
"Crystal” in Kherson region Andrii Solovei was detained after Russian soldiers broke

7 YKpamHCKHe BOCHHBIE OCTABIISIOT B TOPOIAX apCeHaIbl Ui POBOKALMIA aiBepcanTos, published March 9
2022 at 21:20, available at:
https://www.kp.ru/daily/27374/4556327/
8 ¥ Mesnitomoni pociiichki comaaTi BUKpaIn yqacHHKA MiTHHTY MpoTH okymatii, published 10 March 2022 at
16:03, available at:https://hromadske.radio/news/2022/03/10/u-melitopoli-rosiys-ki-soldaty-vykraly-uchasnyka-
mitynhu-proty-okupatsii
®Mepu, 1enyTaTi Ta yYaCHUKM MIiTHHTIB: JIIO/IM, IKUX BUKPANIM POCiiichbKi BilicbkoBi, available at:
https://primorka.city/articles/198795/meri-deputati-ta-uchasniki-mitingiv-lyudi-yakih-vikrali-rosijski-vijskovi-
10Bineo0 T ITBEpDKEHHST BUKPaICHHS OKyTTaHTaMu Mepa Micta Memitorons, published at March 11 2022,
available at: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WIbybE9MmMAOQ
UTenerpam-kanan 6mora "Pynop ToramurapHoii [Iponarammer", published March 11 2022 at04:58, available at:
https://t.me/boris_rozhin/31015
12Hasienu maker Ha rojioBy M YBE€3JIH - KaK TIOXMIIAIN METUTOIONBCKOro Mapa, published March 11
2022 at 16:58, available at: https://www.mv.org.ua/news/264329-nadeli paket na golovu i uvezli -

kak pohishali_melitopolskogo _mera.html
BOiniitauit Telegram-kanan ykpainchkoi cyx6u Pagio Coboaa, published March 16 2022 at 05:45,
available at: https://t.me/svoboda radio/6914
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WIbybE9MmA0
https://t.me/boris_rozhin/31015
https://www.mv.org.ua/news/264329-nadeli_paket_na_golovu_i_uvezli_-_kak_pohishali_melitopolskogo_mera.html
https://www.mv.org.ua/news/264329-nadeli_paket_na_golovu_i_uvezli_-_kak_pohishali_melitopolskogo_mera.html
https://t.me/svoboda_radio/6914
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into his house and took him away in an unknown direction. Since then, Solovei has not
been in touch with his relatives and acquaintances.**

7. Leonid Kondratskyi, activist. On 11 March Leonid Kondratskyi was abducted. He
had organized local self-defense and attended rallies against the occupation authorities.
He worked with another local activist, Serhiy Tsyhipa, to set up a territorial defense
for Kherson. Little is known about the circumstances of his disappearance at the time
of writing.

8. Viktoriia Roshchyna, journalist. On 11-12 March contact with Hromadske journalist
Viktoriia Roshchyna was lost. On 18 March it became known that she was detained by
representatives of the Russian FSB. Roshchyna had written about the life of the
temporarily occupied city of Enerhodar and was planning to cover the situation in
Mariupol. According to her colleagues, she left Zaporizhzhia for Mariupol on 11 March
and arrived in occupied Berdyansk the next day. She was detained by Russian officials
on 15 March. Her current whereabouts are not known at the time of writing.*

9. Olha Haisumova, activist. On 12 March Olha Haisumova, coordinator of anti-
occupation rallies in Melitopol and head of the NGO ‘Melitopol Conscious Society’,
was abducted after a rally. Her fate remains unknown at the time of writing*®

10. Oleh Baturin, journalist. On 12 March journalist Oleh Baturin disappeared after
telling his wife he was going to meet an acquaintance. He left his phone at home and
never returned. His wife and colleagues did not have any information about the grounds
on which Oleh was detained, nor who was holding him or where he was being held.
Eyewitnesses in local chat rooms reported that Russian soldiers appeared around 04:50
p.m near the bus station. However, there are no Russian troops posted permanently in
Kakhovka although the neighbouring town of Nova Kakhovka is occupied. This does
not prove the involvement of Russian soldiers in the abduction of the journalist, but
indicated it as a possible scenario.

On 20 March 2022, the occupying forces released Oleh Baturin from prison, where he
had spent 8 days in detention with almost no food or water, being threatened and beaten.
Throughout his detention, the journalist was made to sit with his head bowed down or

14y Xepconi pociiichki OKYIaHTH BUKpAAIOTh JIO/EHH: THAMH IPHAILTH 3a ybTpacoM "Kpucrama", published
March 14 2022, available at:

https://most.ks.ua/news/url/u_hersoni_rosijski_okupanti_vikradajut ljudej dnjami_prijshli_za_ ultrasom_kristal
a

15 Kypranucrka hromadske BuxTopust Polmna npemnonoxnTeabHO HAXOANTCS B IIEHY Y POCCHHCKIX
okkymaHToB, published March 18 2022 at 16:24, available at:
https://hromadske.ua/ru/posts/zhurnalistka-hromadske-viktoriya-roshina-predpolozhitelno-nahoditsya-v-plenu-
u-rossijskih-okkupantov

16y Menitomoni Ha MiTHHIY POTH OKYIAHTIiB BHKpaIH akTHBicTKY [alicymoBy, published March 12 2022, at
11:29, available at: https://lb.ua/society/2022/03/12/509162 melitopoli_mitingu_proti.html
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covered to make it impossible for him to identify members of the occupying
authorities.*’

Photo from Oleh Baturin’s Facebook profile

11. Serhii Tsyhipa, activist. Another victim of enforced disappearance Tsyhipa - an Anti-
Terrorist Operation veteran, journalist and Head of the NGO ‘Kakhovskyi platsdarm
(Kakhovka Lodgement)’ disappeared on 12 March. He had taken part in a pro-
Ukrainian rally against the occupation authorities. Even before his abduction, Tsyhipa
assumed he was being monitored by Russian officials. A few days before his abduction,
he wrote on social media:“Friends! Do not search online. Rashystski kontryky
(representatives of the Russian intelligence agency) have been looking for me since last
night. Those I need I will find myself. Everything will be Ukraine!” The post was
written on 8 March 2022.*

17 noct Onbru Iepenemmi B conianbhiii Mepexi Facebook, published 20 March 2022 at 04:52, available at:
https://www.facebook.com/100002043268644/posts/5083703281707730/

18y Kaxosi POCIHCBKI OKYTIaHTH BIepiHCs B OyIMHOK MiciieBoi aktuBicTkH, published 08.03.2022 available at:
https://eprostir.org/2022/03/08/u-kakhovtsi-rosiiski-okupanty-vderlysia-v-budynok-mistsevoi-aktyvistky/
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Photo of Serhii Tsyhipa

According to Tsyhipa's wife, at about 9:00 a.m. her husband went out with the dog
(which she found later near to the local executive committee) to bring food and
medicine for his mother-in-law.® He failed to return and later people called Tsyhipa’s
wife saying that they had seen her husband at the checkpoint, being held for quite a
long period of time.?° Representatives of the occupying authorities told Tsyhipa’s wife
that neither he nor Oleh Baturin were or had been in Nova Kakhovka, and that people
like them were moved to Kherson right away. The question of where exactly they were
held in Kherson was not resolved.

Oleh Baturin’s sister reported that representatives of the occupying authorities assured
her that “her brother and Tsyhipa were all right, they are alive, fed, have something to
drink and are not sad”. The relatives were even allowed to hand over good for them.?!
At the time of writing Tsyhipa’s whereabouts is not known.

12. Serhii Pryima, Head of the District Council. On 13 March Russian servicemen
abducted the Head of Melitopol District Council, Serhii Pryima. At 7:30 a.m., eight
representatives of the occupying forces searched his home and took him away. During
the search documents and mobile devices were confiscated and passwords were
demanded. Pryima’s whereabouts are unknown at the time of writing. 2

19 https://www.facebook.com/tsyhipa/posts/5668060013220600

20 JTromm TIPOCTO 3HUKAIOTH» B OKYIOBAHUX Bifickkamu Pocii mictax misaus Ykpainn, published March 15
2022 at 13:37, available at:
https://www.radiosvoboda.org/a/novyny-pryazovya-viyna-khersonshchyna-znyknennya-lyudey/31753840.html
21 Cim’i BuKpazeHoro sxypHanicra 3 Kaxosku Batypina ckasami, ko #oro Bimmycrsts, published March 16 at
22:06, available at: https://www.radiosvoboda.org/a/news-kakhovka-khersonshchyna-zhurnalist-
baturyn/31756608.html

22B MenuTormone MOXHTHIH TIaBy PailoHHOro cosera, published March 13 2022 at 11:40, available at:
https://ria-m.tv/news/280208/v_melitopole pohitili_esche odnogo rukovoditelya.html
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13. Yevhen Matvieiev, mayor. The mayor of Dniprorudne Yevhen Matvieiev was
detained on 13 March at 8:30 a.m,* as he drove to a checkpoint on the outskirts of city
at the intersection of roads to Dniprorudne, Balki, Orlyanka and Vesele.?* The reason
for his enforced disappearance could be his pro-Ukrainian stance. In the 2020 mayoral
election, he ran for the OPZZh (Ukrainian Political Party, Opposition Platform - For
Life), and after the start of the invasion he took a pro-Ukrainian position and joined
others on 27 February blocking the path of Russian tanks.*A local resident reported
seeing the mayor’s car in the city after he was abducted, bearing Russian symbols.%®

14. Giga_mo, blogger. On 14 March a blogger in Kherson approached Russian soldiers
while streaming from her Tik-tok account, and began asking them questions and calling
them "orcs"?’. One of the servicemen told her to get in the truck where other servicemen
were standing, and although she tried to escape she was detained and driven away.?®
The girl’s identity is currently unknown. Her Tik-tok account:
https://www.tiktok.com/@giga_mo?lang=ru-RU

giga_mo D e

user9124901439820

153 CnigkysaHHa 6660 Cnigkysaui 105.5K Ynopgo6aHHs

aKTUBUCTKA, BOJIOHTEP
XepcoH

Screenshot from TikTok

Z[{entp crpaTeriunnx KOMyHiKaIiii Ta iHopMAaIliiHOi 6e3meKH, mocT BeowiampHii Mepexi Facebook,
published March 13 2022 at 01:15, available:
https://www.facebook.com/StratcomCentreUA/posts/306897228176931

240kymanty Bukpanu Mepa Micta Iuinpopyroro, published March 13 2022, available at:
https://forpost.media/vijna/okupanty-vykraly-mera-mista-dniprorudnoho.html

Bineo synuHku pociiickkoi TexHiku, available at: hitps:/t. me/dvvideo/246

2634 151Ky10Th, 1[0 BJIaJa 3MiHMIACS", — MiCIeBa XKHUTenbka JIHIIPOPYAHOro PO CUTyaIiio B MicTi,published
March 15 2022 at 16:50, available at: https://suspilne.media/217852-zalakuut-so-vlada-zminilasa-misceva-
zitelka-dniprorudnogo-pro-situaciu-v-misti/

27 Derogatory term for Russian invadors

28 3arpumanns Gnorepku y Xepconi, published March 14 2022, available at: https:/youtu.be/wuFT67IKmdY
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<« C @ tiktok.com/@giga_mo/video/6999545541122215174%is_copy_url=1&is_from_webapp=v1&lang=ru-RU

Photo of the missing blogger Giga-mo

15. Oleh Nykolaiev, priest. On 14 March Russian soldiers abducted Oleh Nykolaiev in
Berdyansk after surrounding his house. The armed soldiers searched the house, arrested
Father Oleh and took him away in an unknown direction. His wife Yuliia has special
needs and is need of regular therapy. She was ordered not to leave the house.?

2 [Mocr 3anopisbka emapxis [Tpasocnasuoi Liepksu Yipaiuu B comianpHii mepesxi Facebook, published March
14 2022 at 02:13, available at

https://www.facebook.com/pcu.zp.eparchy/posts/5310180895680067?  cft [0]=AZW/|IxZLILB|DjYB6W7E6
PR61b7JysWZ91104G2FVprID4uSpeGicC7Ip940SLRxsPS-
66ZzgklSngGFBwsCKfCaPKtNIgRXGgPgo60ePU01JZ9hn1jGwlqr34sJzDBOP_yBShrKSPFR5fpMfF8e00J3
& tn_ =%2C0%2CP-R
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Threats towards Nykolaiev’s family

Prior to his detention, Nykolaiev and his wife had received threats.>® Nykolaiev was
released later the same day.3! A video with the hashtag #Exclusive was shared by
Telegram channels supporting Russia’s armed aggression against Ukraine. 32 In the
video, Nykolaiev is shown calling on Ukrainian servicemen to lay down their weapons

30 B oxymoBanomy BepasHehKy ponuHi csmennuka [TI[Y Onera HikomaeBa morpoxyroth yOHBCTBOM,
published February 28 2022 at 12:16, avaible at: https://www.ukrinform.ua/rubric-regions/3415719-svaseniku-
pcu-v-berdansku-zagrozue-smertelna-nebezpeka.html

3Toct S1.MumeHKo B comianbHii mepexi Facebook published March 14 2022 at 08:11, available at:
https://www.facebook.com/lanagmailcom/posts/5416748721687616? cft  [0]=AZUV3-
gMfXtZU0gxBO32RytrzOlj3bg7odirfdA7Mxp3jEf06W-9-
MgyZt9jFIddC5|BHk6HgoD5kBfp794tEVxoVCpkeedSInhHOoktap4dY6XOIITzdMbyXelglKemgrg8& tn =
%2C0O0%2CP-R

32Tenerpam xanan Heodunuansusiit BeZcouoV, published March 16 2022 at 05:09, available at:
https://t.me/neoficialniybezsonov/8957
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https://t.me/neoficialniybezsonov/8957
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and return to their families. The video was published on 16 March although Nykolaiev
was already free by then.

7. HeoduumanbHbin BeZcoHoV
< M 86.6K subscribers
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Screenshot from Telegram

16. Maksym Nehrov, activist. Maksym Nehrov, Director of Tavriia Park, LLC and a
member of the political party ‘European Party of Ukraine’, was abducted in Kherson
on 15 March. He was reported missing by his friend on his social network page. The
friend noted Nehrov had been captured by Russian soldiers and taken away in an
unknown direction. The situation is exacerbated by the fact that Nehrov is suffering
from a serious illness and requires careful medical care.*

33 Mocr B.CunsiBchkoro B comianbhiit Mepexi Facebool, published March 17 2022, available at:
https://www.facebook.com/syniavskyi.valerii/posts/5412086728842353
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17. Vitalii Shevchenko, activist. On 15 March Vitalii Shevchenko, organizer of pro-
Ukrainian rallies that took place in Zaporizhzhya was abducted along with several other
people. Some media outlets say that Rosgvardia soldiers (russian guard) were involved
in his abduction.*

18. Serhii Slavov, relative of a people’s deputy. On 15 March Serhii Slavov, the husband
of people’s deputy at Zaporizhzhia Regional Council Iryna Slavova, was abducted.
Slavova noted on her Facebook page: ... It is clear that they came for me. However, |
managed to get to a safe place. My husband is not involved in my activities and the
cases that might be of interest for those who took him away... All his accounts are
active now and | understand why — they are searching for evidence». Her husband was
released later and Slavova subsequently removed the abduction report. At the time of
writing, the reference to the post stating that her husband had been abducted remains
available in the media only.*

19. Oleksandr Yakovliev, city mayor. On 16 March Russian soldiers abducted the mayor
Skadovsk City,Oleksandr Yakovliev.* He was released the same day and expressed
hope that other detainees would be released.*

20. Yurii Paliukh, Secretary of the City Council. On 16 March Russian soldiers abducted
Yurii Paliukh, Secretary of the local City Council at the same time as they abducted
Yakovliev. Paliukh remains in detention at the time of writing.

21. Dmytro Vasyliev, Secretary of the United Territorial Community. On 16 March
Dmytro Vasyliev, Secretary of Nova Kakhovka United Territorial Community Council,
was abducted. According to witnesses, Vasyliev is being held in a temporary detention
facility, which the occupation authorities use as a military commandant’s office. *
According to the same witnesses, Vasiliev was subjected to torture.*

22. Viktor Tereshchenko, city mayor. On 17 March the mayor of the Velykyi Burluk
community, Viktor Tereshchenko, was detained at his workplace in Kharkiv Oblast. He
is currently being held at the local police station.*°

34 Pociitchki BilicbkoBi BHKpamn akTHBicTa y Bepusuceky, published March 15 2022 at 18:47, available at:
https://www.pravda.com.ua/news/2022/03/15/7331640/

35y Menitomomi JieryTaTka o0JIpai MOBIIOMIIIA, 10 BUKpaiH ii yonoika, published March 15 2022 at10:56,
available at: https://suspilne.media/amp/217636-u-melitopoli-vikrali-colovika-deputatki-oblradi-irini-slavovoi/
36 IToct A.KocTrodenko B corianbHiit mepesxi Facebook published 17 March 02:16, available at
-https://www.facebook.com/kostyuchenka/posts/7152339894837625

37 Mocr O. SIxoBneBa B comianbHiit Mmepexi Facebook, published March 15 2022 at 23:41, available at:
https://www.facebook.com/YakovlievOleksandr/videos/666218654695608/

38 Cexperapst HoBOoKaxoBChKOI Michkpau mocaaumy y miasan,published March 18 2022 at 17:44, available at:
https://novakahovka.city/articles/199547/sekretarya-novokahovskoi-miskradi-posadili-u-pidval-

3oct Bacubesoi JILB comianbHiit mepexi Facebook, published March 18 2022 at 16:44, available at:
https://m.facebook.com/story.php?story fbid=5067611169962766&id=100001417987122

40y XapkiBchKiit 06;1CTi OKYIAHTH BHKPAIH CENUIIHONO FOIOBY BeukoGypmympkoi rpoma, published
March 17 2022 at 18:39, available at: https://news.liga.net/ua/politics/news/v-harkovskoy-oblasti-okkupanty-
vykrali-poselkovogo-glavu-velikoburlukskoy-gromady
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It is very difficult to establish the exact number of victims of enforced disappearance on
territory of Russian-controlled so-called DNR and LNR and there is little information about
abductions or disappearances of civilians in these areas.** The lives of those who were
enforcibly disappeared on the territories of the so-called DNR and LNR are possibly at much
higher risk compared to other areas temporarily occupied by regular units of the Russian armed
forces. The risks are increased because since 2014, in the territories of DNR and LNR, Russian
officials have been creating a “security system” based on the Soviet law enforcement system
of 1937 with the help of Russian intelligence and law enforcement officers and former law
enforcement officers of Ukraine who joined the so-called Republics.

1) Since 2014, a network of places of imprisonment has been set up so-called DNR and
LNR. These detention centres are both official and unofficial (such as the special base
of the so-called “Ministry of State Security of the DPR” at 3 Svitlyi Shliakh Street,
known as “Isolation”). If it is possible to get some information on detainees being held
in “official” penitentiaries (i.e. prison buildings that functioned before the creation of
the “republics™), information about detainees held in places such as “Isolation” is
almost impossible to obtain.

2) After the escalation of the armed conflict in Ukraine, information about civilians
detained by Russian law enforcement agencies or the law enforcement officers of the
so called DNR and LNR is scarce.

3) Thus, representatives of the so-called republics may feel impunity and lack of any
oversight or control over their activities, which undoubtedly creates more favourable
conditions for enforced disappearances.

Executives who may be involved in enforced disappearances

As the people’s deputy of Kherson Regional Council from European Solidarity Party Serhii
Khlan notes, "... the perimeter of [Kherson] is controlled by Russian armed forces, and civilians
[representatives of the Russian Federation] and representatives of the Rosgvardia (Russian
guard) came directly to Kherson to support the occupation administration in the territories
controlled by the Russian armed forces. The majority of the officers of Rosgvardia in the
Kherson region [are] former members of the Ukrainian special police unit «Berkut», who

joined the Russian Federation after the Revolution of Dignity”. 4

The Office of the President of Ukraine in the Autonomous Republic of Crimea notes that
according to its sources “most people [in the newly occupied territories] are detained either at
enemy checkpoints or by occupiers who appear at their places of residence”. At checkpoints
set up by the occupiers, telephones and cars are checked. If the soldiers or officers of

4! Tnennpix rpynmupoBok «JIJIHP» aruTupyioT BoeBaTh MPOTHB Y KPaHHBI — IPABO3AIUTHUKM., published 16
March 2022 at 16:24, available at: https://www.radiosvoboda.org/a/donetsk-plenn-voyna/31754126.html
42vBoemmble nepkaT XepcoH 110 epuMeTpy, a ropos KorTpoiupyer Pocreapums’. Jlenyrar Cepreii Xiaub o
POCCHIICKMX BOSHHBIX B 3axBaueHHOU obOmactu,published March 12 2022 at 21:11, available at:
https://www.currenttime.tv/a/rossiiskie-voennye-v-khersone/31749937.html
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Rosgvardia at a checkpoint do not like anything about the car, phone or communication with
the citizen, the person is detained. In addition, soldiers visit people at home. This applies mainly
to Antiterrorist Operation/Operation of Joint Forces participants, Ukrainian law enforcement
officers and representatives of the Crimean Tatar community. At the same time, for example,
the occupiers are not interested in looters and do not prevent their illegal activities.*®

From time to time, Russia sends troops to those settlements that are not under its control. The
media outlet "Bridge" reported that a military convoy came to the village of Lazurne, Skadovsk
district, Kherson region, to detain an SBU officer at his home. He was not at home, but his
house was burgled. 44

According to Kherson journalist Konstantyn Ryzhenko, who is in hiding in the occupied city,
the Russian military has lists of civil servants, public figures, activists and civilians who help
the Armed Forces of Ukraine.*® According to the journalist, Russian troops have occupied a
pre-trial detention centre in order to detain people, and in Nova Kakhovka they are using
garages and basements as places of detention.*®

In addition to the Russian armed forces, Rosgvardia (i.e.,representatives of law enforcement
agencies of the Russian federation) are present in the occupied Ukrainian territories, as
confirmed by eyewitnesses and videos.*’

The occupying authorities also involve FSB (Federal Security Service) officers 8 and some of
the local population, who allegedly suffered from the actions of Ukrainian law enforcement
agencies, and who now support the occupation regime. The presence of FSB representatives in
the occupied territories was reported by various media. In addition, the involvement of FSB
officers in the enforced disappearances is confirmed by photos and videos, such as those of
Halyna Zakharchenko, whose house was raided early in the morning of 8 March by FSB
officials. She posted on her Facebook page along with some photos from CCTV cameras.

43 pencrasuuuro [pesuaenta Ykpainu B ABToHOMHI# Pecrry6ini Kpum, Cutyartis 110 He3aKOHHOMY
3aTPUMaHHIO TPOMA/sIH YKpaiHi B THMYACOBO OKYIIOBaHUX paifonax Xepconmwuau, published March 11 at
03:47 , available at: https://www.facebook.com/ppu.gov.ua/posts/328851965955502

44 Ha XepcoHmmHi 3arapOHUKY BUKDAIAI0Th JTOJICH 3 JOMiBOK Ta 3aTPUMYIOTh Ha GrokmocTax, published
March 11 2022 at 19:38, available at: https://www.ukrinform.ua/rubric-ato/3426913-na-hersonsini-zagarbniki-
vikradaut-ludej-z-domivok-ta-zatrimuut-na-blokpostah.html

1z XepcoHna, 3aHATOr0 Boiickamu P®, coo0mIaroT o 3aepxannsax akTUBUCTOB, published 12 March 2022,
available at: https://www.svoboda.org/a/iz-hersona-zanyatogo-voyskami-rf-soobschayut-o-zaderzhaniyah-
aktivistov/31749996.html

6«Baxe He BuCTauae Micipb y kamepaxy». Ha Xepcoumusi Bificskoi PA mepeciiayioTh akTHBICTIB Ta
KypHauicris, published March 12 2022, available at: https://youtu.be/L07ezWJVa5A

4Pocreapaus B3suta o oxpany Kaxosckyro I'DC B Xepconckoii o6mactu, published March 16 2022, available
at: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=a7pgCHbRzuY

48 Tweet userKherRadio / Pagio Xepagio @kherradio, published 11 March at, 11:21 PM available at:
https://twitter.com/i/status/1502243306964762624
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Still image from Halyna Zakharchenko’s video
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YkpaiHa !!l PigHe micTo Kaxoeka !!! CborogHi Ha
cBiTaHKy, B cBoix PChelwHnx Tpagmuisx,
OKYMNaHTW MeHe LyKanu Bgoma. baunsbko
[lecATn 036pOeHMX A0 3y6iB, TOMaloun BopoTa
Ta ABEPi, OXOPOHAKYU BiAXOAM NO NepuMeTpy
6panu y NosIoH MeHe, MeHe OfHY, AIKii BXe CiM
JecAaTKiB poKiB i 36pos AKOI NnLe nanke i wupe
CNIOBO Ha 3axucT cBoei kpaiHu! Lle akmi cTpax
Kepye Takumu Henrogamu, LWo BOHU pUuBkamu, 3
TPbOX Nipgxodis, 6iranu HaBKOMO i NnLe Yyepes
M'ATHAAUATb XBUNUH CMIPOMOTNIUCH BAEPTUCH i
3abpatu BigeopericTpaTop, AK AoKa3s, CBOIX
raHebHuX, TPYCNUBUX Aiit,, eAnHe Npo Lo,
LUKOAYIO-He BCTUI/Ia BCTAHOBUTM PO3TAXKM!!!
CnaBa YkpaiHi! CmepTb Boporam! Beix He
3anakatu! Ykpaini 6ytu!l!

A screenshot of Zakharchenko's Facebook page about the visit of Russian law enforcement officers

On 10 and 11 March FSB officials conducted searches, breaking into homes and at least four
apartments belonging to pro-Ukrainian activists and members of patriotic organizations. In one
case, according to eyewitnesses, they even used explosives to blow the front door open,
probably trying to break into the home of representative of the National Corps (Ukrainian
Nationalist Party) Mykyta Tiutiunnyk.*

In Kherson, Kyrylo Stremousov (blogger and head of the so-called "Committee for Peace and
Rescue", a sham organization that the occupying forces are trying to portray as a transitional
legitimate authority in the Kherson region®®) threatens dissidents with Russian imprisonment.

49 Ha XepcoHIMHI 3HHKAIOTH MPOYKPAiHChKI aKTHBiCTH Ta xypHamicTn, published March 13 2022 at 17:06,
available at https://kavun.city/articles/198414/na-hersonschini-znikayut-proukrainski-aktivisti-ta-zhurnalisti
%0 Mocr B rpymi “Xepconmuua 3a 1ens”, B comianbHii Mepexi Facebook, published March 16 2022 at17:31,
available at: https://m.facebook.com/story.php?story fbid=394067122719086&id=100063474035056
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“Everyone who is against the 'Russian world', i.e., patriots, activists, journalists, IS in danger
here. Stremousov promises zachystki (cleaning operations) and prisons”, - one of the
journalists in the regional centre told Institute of Mass Information. In one of his videos,
Stremousov promised a "census™ and punishment for "those who lived on grants." “The Nazis
were killed, we will kill them in parasha (toilet), in any case. Nazis, be prepared, no one will
talk to you here,” Stremousov said in a video he published.®!

On 10 March the Information Resistance project released information about Stremousov’s
possible connection to the FSB on its Telegram channel. °2 Correspondence allegedly received
by hackers was added to confirm this. According to the authors, FSB officer Valerii Solokha
and Kherson collaborator Viktor Yatsenko also took part in the correspondence. The latter was
born in Kherson, and worked as the Minister of Communications of the DNR and has been
declared as ‘wanted’ by the Security Service of Ukraine.

In addition to units of Russian armed forces, Rosgvardia and FSB, the presence of police
officers of the Krasnodar Territory and Russian-occupied Crimea has been recorded in the
Kherson region, as well as representatives of the so-called «<MDB LNR» (Ministry of State
Security of Luhansk People’s Republic).>

https://www.radiosvoboda.org/a/novyny-pryazovya-rosiyska-okupatsiya-vlady-khersonshchyna/31759012.html
51y Xepconi komaGopaHTH OrpOXKYIOTh YKpaiHIsM 3actinkamu published March ,04 2022, at 11:34 available
at:https://imi.org.ua/news/u-hersoni-kolaboranty-pogrozhuyut-zhurnalistam-zastinkamy-i44188

52 B3namana nepenucka, ony6ikoBana Ha Temerpam kanani IndopMmartiiisuii cipotus, available at:
https://t.me/inform_resistance/133

53 OxynanTi 3aB03aTH Ha XePCOHIMHY MOMILIiIO 3 OKynoBaHoro Kpumy ta Kpacsomapeskoro kpato, published
March 17 2022, available

at:https://most.ks.ua/news/url/okupanti zavozjat _na_hersonschinu_politsiju_z okupovanogo krimu ta krasnod

arskogo_kraju
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