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Last day of winter, fifth day of blatant IHL violations:
On 28 February 2022, Russia continued to both indiscriminately and intentionally
shell civilians with high-explosive bombs and cluster munitions.

Truth Hounds have been documenting international crimes committed by all actors during
the armed conflict in and occupation of parts of Ukraine’s territory since 2014. We have made
submissions to the International Criminal Court and provided analytical reports to national
investigative authorities, including the Office of the Prosecutor General of Ukraine.

Our team has continued documenting war crimes during the current large-scale wave of
aggression. Truth Hounds documenters are currently working in several cities affected by the
invasion across central, northern, eastern, and southern Ukraine. We also maintain a wide
network of informers on the ground, including relatives and friends, who provide the latest up-to-
date information.

The present analytical brief is primarily based on open sources, verified by our analysts.
We do not publish the exact addresses or detailed locations of the attacks, as hostilities in many
of these places remain ongoing and precise locations may be utilised to gain military advantage.

Executive summary

On 28 February 2022, armed forces of the Russian Federation engaged in active hostilities and
carried out heavy and powerful shelling, causing significant damage and suffering to the civilian
population of Ukraine in Kyiv, Chernihiv, Sumy, Donetsk, Kharkiv, Luhansk, and Zaporizhia
Oblasts. During the fighting, Russian forces committed a number of serious war crimes, including
the following: (1) attacks on civilians and civilian objects and (2) seizure of private property.
This information also emphasises the possible use by Russian aircraft of weapons that are
prohibited by Protocol Ill of the Convention on Prohibitions or Restrictions on the Use of Certain
Conventional Weapons (Ukraine and Russia are parties to the Convention), specifically the use
of uncontrolled explosive ammunition against civilians. Probable use of such bombs was recorded
on 28 February in Saltivka District in northern Kharkiv.

Attacks on civilians and civilian objects

During the reporting period, Truth Hounds documenters were able to record from open sources
both targeted shootings of civilians and shelling and bombing of civilian buildings and
infrastructure.

In the Kyiv and Sumy regions, during its retreat Russian forces shot between four and
six people in order to seize their vehicles. In Chernihiv Oblast, according to preliminary data,
representatives of the Russian Army shot several civilians who were hiding from artillery shelling
in the basements of their homes.

The Russians inflicted significant civilian casualties in Chernihiv Oblast. Indeed, with the
use of Smerch multiple-launch rocket systems (MLRS) equipped with high-explosives and
cluster munitions, they fired intensely on the villages of Kiinka and Pvlivka in the suburbs of
Chernihiv. Dozens of civilian homes were damaged or destroyed, while civilians were also killed.

Throughout 28 February, the city of Kharkiv came under a chaotic barrage of artillery
shelling. A rounded probably fired by a Smerch MLRS struck the pavement in front of the
entrance to a grocery store on a street in the northern part of the city. An elderly woman was

injured - her legs were torn off. The shelling of the Pavlove Pole residential district was resulted



in many deceased. When the air alarm fell silent in Kharkiv, people came out of the shelters to
get water and were shelled.

In total, the Main Directorate of the State Emergency Service of Ukraine in Kharkiv reported that
it had received notification of 169 munitions strikes within Kharkiv Oblast. Among them were
also Hrad MLRS shells. A detailed list of documented affected settlements and civilians is
provided in this brief.

Seizure of private property

On the outskirts of Kherson, at 1630 EET (UTC+2), on 28 February, soldiers of the occupying
Army of the Russian Federation seized property from a local store, located at the entrance to the
city. These actions were filmed by a store surveillance camera and posted online by locals.
Seizure of private property under international humanitarian law (IHL) is allowed only in cases of
urgent military necessity. In any case, compensation for confiscated property must be provided
to the rightful owner. It is obvious that the real number of cases of seizure of private property is
higher, but, due to the scale of the current offensive and difficulties monitoring the Russian side,
it is only possible to clearly record and track events from open sources in a limited number of
cases.

Introduction

Armed actions on the fifth day of the Russian Federation’s new wave of aggression differed
significantly from those on previous days. Indeed, ground operations were replaced by large-
scale use of artillery and aircraft to bomb Ukrainian settlements. A change of tactics can be seen
in the significant destruction caused to civilian objects and civilian infrastructure in cities, towns,
and villages, as well as in the reducing loss of personnel on the Russian side (according to the
Ministry of Defense of Ukraine). Due to the change in Russia's methods of armed conflict and the
intensification of artillery fire, Truth Hounds will no longer distinguish between deliberate attacks
on civilian objects and indiscriminate attacks that cause excessive civilian casualties and
destruction of civilian objects. The nature of the attacks will be clarified and their proportionality
will be determined later. The certificate will therefore record only instances of civilian objects being
struck, without further qualifications.

The same, in many cases, applies to the matter of establishing of the type of weapons used.
Without direct access to the shelling sites, it is sometimes difficult to determine beyond a
reasonable doubt the type of weapon used to attack civilian targets. This matter will be resolved
once there is access to the point of entry or after additional consultations with military experts.

Attacks on civilians and civilian objects

On 28 February, at around 17:02, a video appeared on the “Armed Forces of Ukraine. War
with the occupiers” depicting the outskirts of lvankiv, Kyiv Oblast. The video shows two men, a
father and a son, driving on the road. At a certain moment, they are fired upon by actors unknown.
The attack came from the road, probably from the north, as during this period the sun hangs
approximately in the northwest, indicating that the gunfire would be originating from a roughly
northern direction. Specifically, a large-calibre machine gun pierced the car - a Mercedes Vito. At
the time of the attack, the sun was already setting, so the estimated time of the attack on civilians
would be around 17:00, suggesting that the attack took place the day before, 27 February. One
man was killed in the attack.



The body of a civilian man killed on the road on the outskirts of Ivankiv, Kyiv Oblast, video
published on 28 February 2022.

In the villages Staryi Bykiv and Novyi Bykiv, in Chernihiv Oblast, according to the report of
a Kyiv resident who was there on 24 February after the war started, as well as the reports of
eyewitness to the events, the occupiers shot several civilians who were hiding from shelling in the
basements of their own homes." It happened on the night of 28 February. We were unable to
obtain any new evidence of this incident until the morning of 2 March because none of our contact
in Staryi Bykiv could be contacted.

' “No title”, Yanina Smelyanskaya, 28.03.22 at 13:57 available at:
https://www.facebook.com/permalink.php/?story fbid=319021753530562&id=100003668056136.
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lMepecriaHHoe coobujeHue
Ceno Crapuit bukis bobpoBuLbkoro
panoHy YepHiricbkoi obnacti 5.5,
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[MepecsiaHHoe cooblyeHue
Po3acTpintooTb censaH. Beix 4onoBikiB..
3axooaTb B XaTu | BATArYIOTb 3 norpebis
12:54
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NPOCTO Ha BynMLi. [IBOPIYHI OiTK CTOATb
Ha KoJiHax NpocsiTb He BGuBaTU 19:54

lNepecraHHoe cooblieHmne
TeXHiKa, TaHKW. CBeryxa HapaXyBalna
BYyopa BinbLie 20 TaHkiB, 6TP 12:54

Correspondence of a woman evacuated to Staryi Bykiv with her friend on the morning of 28
February.
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Screenshot of correspondence with an eyewitness, Novyi Bykiv, 28 February.
In Sumy Oblast, not far from Chupakhivka, Okhtyrka District, representatives of the Russian

Army who were trying to leave the territory of Ukraine after the defeat of their military column by
the Armed Forces of Ukraine opened fire on a civilian car. The car’s passengers were then thrown



out and the car itself was taken away; the hijackers took off in the direction of Chupakhivka.? In
Chupakhivka, Russian soldiers allegedly seized another car and possibly took a local driver as a
hostage. There is no reliable information about the fate of the drivers and passengers of the stolen
cars but according to various sources, three to five civilians were killed.

In addition, various sources reported that deserting Russian soldiers broke open the locks
of garages in Chupakhivka and stole civilian cars. At time of writing, this information has not yet
been confirmed as factual. Later the same day, at approximately 12:30, Russian forces opened
fire on the city of Okhtyrka, Sumy Oblast and shelled a petroleum-storage depot, causing a
massive fire. According to available data, the hit bore no casualties, and the fire was put out within
half an hour.

At 14:00 on 28 February, Pavlo Kyrylenko, the head of Donetsk Regional State
Administration reported on a shelling attack against an evacuation transport that was heading to
Volnovakha to evacuate civilians. The shelling was carried out by Russian forces using a Grad
MLRS. The column was not harmed and the evacuation was conducted successfully.*

On 28 February, around 21:00, a five-storey dormitory in Vasylkiv, Kyiv Oblast, was
destroyed as a result of a rocket attack.® According to the Mayor of Vasylkiv, Nataliia
Balasynovych, two people were killed and a further three injured.®

Later that day, at approximately 20:30, a five-storey dormitory in Bila Tserkva was damaged
after a fire attack, its windows smashed by the blast.” A tentative examination suggests that the
nearest possible military target was approximately 5 kilometres away from the damaged object.
On the night of 28 February, at 02:45, a rocket hit a residential building in the downtown area of
the city of Chernihiv. A fire broke out, one woman was injured,® as reportedly was one man.®

A shell also hit the foundation of a five-storey residential building, setting on fire two
apartments on the first and second floors. On the same street, a nursery school building was also
hit."® A shop in the city’s central market was hit, as well."!

2 No title, Micbknin ronosa OXTUpPCbKOi TepuUTOpianbHOi rpomaaun, 28.02.2022 at 11:24, available at:
https://www.facebook.com/permalink.php?story fbid=1115889112521286&id=100023006243706.
3"Ha CyMLLVMHI OKynaHTK 3 po3buTOoT KONMOHWU po3CTpinanu censH y Yynaxisui”, HoBuHapHs at 12:53,
available at: https://novynarnia.com/2022/02/28/na-sumshhyni-okupanty-z-rozbytoyi-kolony-rozstrilyaly-
selyan-u-chupahivczi-video/.

4 «MNaeno KupwuneHko: EBakyauiiH1i TpaHCNOPT, BignpaBneHui 3paHky o BonHoBaxw, wob BuBe3tH
niogen, Nnoku LWo He AicTaBcs MiCLS NPU3HAYEHHS - KONTOHA noTpanuna nig o6CTpin pociicbknx rpagiey,
Facebook, 28.02.22 at 14:00, available at:
https://www.facebook.com/photo/?thid=496183185397574&set=a.464541731895053.

5 “3pynHoBaHo 5 -noBepxoBuii OByaMHOK y Bacunbkosi, Tam 6ynu nogu, ropity To6i B nekni, 3arnogin!
Jroan, 3anuwanTteck B cxoBuiax!”,

Facebook HaTtanis BanacuHoBu4 28.02.2022 at 21:38, available at:
https://www.facebook.com/Nataliia.Balasynovych/posts/348757370594652.

6 Facebook Hatanisi BanacuHosuy 28.02.2022 at 23:46, available at:
https://www.facebook.com/Nataliia.Balasynovych/videos/322816299679513.

" Information confirmed by photo received from the local witness on March 2 at 12:52. Source - Truth
Hounds database.

8 “UPD: YHacnigok noxexi y 6yamHky y YepHirosi noctpaxgana ogHa xiHka.”, hromadske.ua, 28.02.2022
at 04:50, available at: http://fb.watch/bs3sv _nfxM/.

% Facebook MapuHa Peliko, 28.02.2022 at 09:29, available at:
https://www.facebook.com/100000402658829/posts/5052585854764786/?sfnsn=mo.

10 “Pociiichbki OKynaHTu po3rpoMunu gutcagok”, Cant micta Yephiroea, 01.03.2022 at 16:30 available at:
https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=639143057351673.

" “0CHC: pocisiHu HelagHo obcTtpintotoTb YepHiris”, BBC News, 28.02.2022, available at:
https://www.bbc.com/ukrainian/news-60550261.




In the morning, artillery fired on the Epicentre hypermarket and five nearby houses.'?'® The
hypermarket burned down entirely.

Around 15:30, on 28 February, Russian forces conducted massive shelling on the villages
of Kyinka and Pavlivka, in the suburbs of Chernihiv, using a Smerch MLRS armed with high-
explosives and cluster munitions." Dozens of civilian homes were damaged or destroyed." At
least two people were killed and other civilians were injured.'® The exact numbers are currently
being clarified. The village’s dispensary and church were also severely damaged.'” During the
attack, three officers of the police special forces were killed and 15 others were injured.

-

Civilian killed on 28 February 22 by an MLRS strike in the Chernihiv suburbs.

12 “y YepHirosi nicns apToOCTpiny poCiNCcbKNX OKynaHTiB ropuTb EniueHTp”, CycninbHe YepHiris,

28.02.2022, available at: https://fb.watch/bszn-54Pn5/.

3 “EniueHTp”, Facebook Dmitriy Blaush, 28.02.2022, available at:
https://m.facebook.com/story.php?story fbid=2107064442796403&id=100004786020980.

' No title, Facebook Butanuin BeHawnk, 28.02.22 at 16:18 available at:
https://www.facebook.com/photo?fbid=108473199899074 1&set=pcb.1084739205656687 .

15 “No title”, FonosHe ynpaeniHHa JCHC Ykpainn y YepHiriBcbkii obnacTi, 28.02.22 at 16:36,

available at: https://www.facebook.com/MNSCHERNIGIV/posts/4717930768333054.

16 “No title”, 300BOMOHTEpPbI YepHUroBa-noMoLLb 6e3A0MHbIM XMBOTHbIM, 1.03.22 at 11:03, available at:
https://www.facebook.com/groups/zoovolonterChe/permalink/1396287597538251/?sfnsn=mo&ref=share.
" No title, Facebook Butanuin BeHaunk, 28.02.22 at 16:18 available at:
https://www.facebook.com/100023618528569/videos/pcb.1084739205656687/624038548693884.

8 “M'a1mit peHb 36powniHoro Hanagy. YepHiriswmHa. TEKCTOBA TPAHCINALIA”, 28.02.22 de 20:29,
available at: https://suspilne.media/212011-patij-den-zbrojnogo-napadu-cernigivsina-tekstova-translacia/.




A Smerch MLRS cluster near the church in the village of Kyinka, 28.02.2022."°

Multiply artillery attacks targeted the city of Kharkiv city throughout the day on 28 February.
Shells hit various parts of the city and led to widespread destruction and numerous civilian
casualties. In total, according to the city council, 87 residential buildings were destroyed by
shelling in Kharkiv during the first four days of the war.?

Around 12:00, an artillery shell — probably from a Smerch MLRS - hit the pavement in front
of the entrance to a grocery store on a street in the northern part of the city. An elderly woman
was injured by the strike — her legs were torn off.?' Eyewitnesses also claim that a second shell
hit the top floor of the building where the store was located, as a result, the apartments on two
floors were damaged.?. In addition, there is evidence of another hit nearby that caused the deaths
of two men.®

% No title, Facebook Butanuin BeHswnk, 01.03.22 at 17:23 available at:
https://www.facebook.com/photo?fbid=1085508438913097&set=pcb.1085508795579728.

20 «No title”,CycninbHe Xapkis, 28.02.2022, 20:16 available at: https://t.me/suspilnekharkiv/8302.

21 “No title” YAT XapbKkoBckasi obnacTb, 28.02.2022, 13:07 available at: https://t.me/c/1666767439/3407.
22 “No title”,CycninbHe Xapkis, 28.02.2022, 12:57, https://t.me/suspilnekharkiv/8230.

3 “OKkynaHTbl 00cTpensanu okpamHbl XapbkoBa "lMpagamn”. MNocTtpaganu getckasa donbHuua, Joma 1
aeno”, Kharkiv Today, 28.02.2022, 13:11 available at: https://2day.kh.ua/kharkow/okkupanty-obstrelyali-
okrainy-kharkova-gradami-postradali-detskaya-bolnica-doma-i-depo.
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Part of a Smerch MLRS at an impact site near a store in Kharkiv, 28.02.2022.

The Main Department of the State Emergency Service of Ukraine in Kharkiv reported that
it had received notification of 169 shell impacts within Kharkiv Oblast. Among them were Grad
MLRS shells.?*

At 00:57, Anton Gerashchenko, adviser to the Ukrainian Interior Minister, gave information
on his Facebook page about the Grad shelling of the city, providing video of shelling in Saltivka
District, a northeastern area of Kharkiv.?® The head of the Kharkiv Military-Civil Administration,
Oleg Syniegub, said that Kharkiv was being shelled in three districts: Alekseevka, Saltivka, and
Pavlove Pole. He highlighted that the Russians were shelling residential areas of Kharkiv where
there were no military objectives.

24 Bea Ha3Bw, MonoBHe ynpasniHHa OCHC Ykpainm y XapkiBcbkin obnacri, 28.02.22, at 18:53, available
at: https://t.me/DSNS_Kharkiv/1092.

25 AHTOH "epaweHko, Facebook, 28.02.22, at 12:57, available at:
https://www.facebook.com/anton.gerashchenko.7/posts/4874873399266135.




A screenshot from a video of Grad MLRS shelling in Saltovka District, Kharkiv, 28.02.2022.

The shelling of the Pavlove Pole neighborhood was accompanied by many deaths. After
the air raid siren fell silent, people came out of shelters to collect water and were shelled.

Screenshot from a video of the aftermath of the shelling of the Pavlove Pole neighborhood,
Kharkiv, 28.02.2022.



In addition, on 28 February, a video began circulating on the so-called “Runet”, in which a
Russian Armed Forces soldier, with a patch declaring "They will die and we will go to heaven" on
his chest, films himself against a background of shots from a Grad MLRS. It was impossible to
find the original source of the video, but given the time of its first appearances on the internet, the
shot could indeed have been of the shelling of Kharkiv's residential infrastructure. In a photo from
a closed chatroom of Saltivka residents, there is an image showing Grad MLRS systems pointed
in the direction of Kharkiv. The photo was signed with geographic coordinates - 49°42'51.9" N
36°48'59.5" E - indicating the village of Hrakove in Kharkiv Oblast, where the Russian armed
forces are now positioned.

On the morning of 28 February, Russian troops shelled a 16-storey building in Kharkiv's Horizont
District. An artillery shell hit the top floor and the attic of the building. All the windows and stairwells
in the building were blown out. It's not known how many people were injured. According to locals,
a second shell landed in the yard in front of the building. The shockwave knocked out the glass
in the windows up to the fifth floor. As a result of this hit, five cars caught fire in the yard near the
multi-storey building. Two people were injured and one was killed.



TunuuHOE

Afire, céued by an artillery shell which fell in the yard of a building in Horyzont, Kharkiv, 28.02.2022.

Below is a list, with short descriptions, of other shelling incidents in Kharkiv Oblast:

- Adirect hit by two artillery shells (probably from a Smerch BM-30) on a house in
Microdistrict Ne 1.26 Consequences: flat demolition, car destruction. Photo:

- A similar shell hit a flat in a nearby building. The flat's inhabitant died in hospital
due to their injuries.?’

- A motorist died due to a shell explosion in a Kharkiv street south from the city
centre. 28

- During the shelling of a residence in Kharkiv a family were killed in their car (the
exact number of victims has not yet been determined).?°
Numerous explosions in a number of houses. Several floors of the houses have
been destroyed. There is no information about those killed or injured.*

2 “No title”, XapkiBcbka obnacHa npokypartypa, 28.02.2022, 15:53 available at:

https://t.me/prokuratura_kharkiv/2932.

27 “No title”, XapkiBcbka obnacHa npokypatypa, 28.02.2022, 16:17 available at:
https://t.me/prokuratura_kharkiv/2935

2 “No title”,XapbkoB LIVE, 28.02.2022, 14:26 available at:https://t.me/livekharkov/28009
2 “No title”,XapbkoB LIVE, 28.02.2022, 14:53 available at: t.me/Tsaplienko/1319
30 “No title”, CycninbHe Xapki, 28.02.2022, 14:34 available at:https://t.me/suspilnekharkiv/8251
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Of particular interest is the probable use of weaponry forbidden by Protocol Il of the
Convention on Certain Conventional Weapons (to which the Russian Federation and Ukraine are
both parties), specifically the use of unguided fougasse bombs against civilians by the Russian
Air Force. Probable use of such bombs was recorded on 28 February in Saltivka District in the
north of Kharkiv.®' There is no known information about victims.

On the night of 28 February, artillery shelling of settlements in Kharkiv Oblast intensified,
specifically in Pisochyn,* VVysokyi,*® Berezivka, Zmiiv,* and Pivdenne,*® which are located to the
northwest of Kharkiv. Artillery shells (probably from Smerch MLRS) destroyed private and high-
rise buildings and damaged property and farm buildings of local residents. There is no known
data on the victims. No military targets were found nearby.

The city of Balaklia came under heavy attack. In a video message, the local mayor, lvan
Stolbovy, said that residential buildings had been damaged as a result of the large-scale attacks,
while the local hospital was hit by air strikes.>®

31 “Pocemiickas aBmaums 6OMGUT XapbkoB 1 0b6n1acTe — No-BUANMOMY, HeyrnpasnsembiMy 6ombGamn’”.

Medium, 28.02.2022, available at: http://surl.li/blzil

32 «No title”, TPYXA < XapbkoB + YkpauHa, 28.02.2022, 07:49 available at:
https://t.me/truexanewsua/25655.

33 “No title”, XapbkoB-1654, 28.02.2022, 08:07 available at:https://t.me/kharkiv_1654/28772.

34 “OKkynaHTbl 00cTpensanu okpanHbl XapbkoBa "lNpagamn”. MNocTpaganu getckasa donbHuua, goma 1
Aeno”, Kharkiv Today, 28.02.2022, 13:11 available at:
https://2day.kh.ua/kharkow/okkupanty-obstrelyali-okrainy-kharkova-gradami-postradali-detskaya-bolnica-
doma-i-depo.

35 “No title”, TPYXA XapbkoB + YkpauHa, 28.02.2022, 07:59 available at:
https://t.me/truexanewsua/25664.

% No title”, Facebook, 28.02.2022, 07:45 available at:
https://www.facebook.com/permalink.php?story fbid=1238708466653545&id=100015432107158.
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An artillery shell on a street in the village of Pivdenne, Kharkiv Oblast, 28.02.2022.

At 09:00, on 28 February, the head of the Luhansk Regional State Administration
announced that almost all settlements on the territory of the Luhansk Military-Civil Administration
had been shelled. The most serious situations were in the villages of Zolote and Hirske; in the
villages of Novoivanivka and Novotoshkivske there were widespread fires; and the village of
Nizhne was practically destroyed. There are no operational communications anywhere.>” %

37 «INyraHcbka OfA, Cepriit Caiigait: JlyraHwmHa Tpumae o6opoHy», Facebook, 28.02.22 at 09:03,
available at: facebook.com/odalug/posts/324770046361400.

38 «MoxexHWKM JlyraHwmHm psaTytoTb MewkaHuiB [Nipcbkoi rpomagm, — Ceprin Mangan», Facebook,
28.02.22 at 11:16, available at: https://www.facebook.com/odalug/posts/324827019689036.



Photo of a building destroyed by shelling by Russian armed forces in Novotoshkivsky,
28.02.22.

At 14:00, Serhiy Haidai reported on the shelling of Severodonetsk by Russian armed forces.
There are dead and wounded local residents, as well as damaged civilian homes.* There was a
direct hit on a house - a local resident born in 1967 died as a result. Another local resident suffered
shrapnel wounds as a result of another direct hit on another residential building. Currently, her
condition is defined as "moderately severe".

39 «Pocilichki okynaHTu obctpinsanu CeBepopoHeLbk», Facebook, 28.02.22 at 14:27, available at:
https://www.facebook.com/sergey.gaidai.loga/posts/132571612615564.



Photo of theconseqences of hit on a residential building, Severodonetsk,28.02.2022.

A local resident suffered shrapnel wounds as a result of a collision between residential
buildings. His condition is described as "severe". There was also a direct hit on a civilian car,
which was parked near one of these houses.



Photo of the consequec of a hit on a residential buildin d civilian car,
Severodonetsk, 28.02.2022.

In seven residential buildings, glass from windows was broken due to the blast wave. A
gas pipeline has been cut between seven residential buildings.

The head of the Donetsk Regional Military-Civil Administration Pavlo Kyrylenko, reported
that at 07:00 on 28 February five people in Mariupol lost their lives, while another 76 were
injured.*’ The National Police of Ukraine stated that during the same day, six local residents were
killed and eight more were injured. Since the escalation of the war in Donetsk Oblast on 17

40 «Mapwnynons 1 BornHoBaxa ocTaloTcs ropsunmm Toukamm - MNaeen KupuneHko», Youtube, 28.02.22 at
10:18, available at: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=g7ack9287tg



February 17, 46 civilians have been killed and 133 injured, two of them children. According to
preliminary data, at least 42 residential buildings have been damaged.*’

On 28 February, the Russian troops who occupied Berdyansk, Zaporozhye Oblast without
fight the previous day “? bombed the city's port.** Ports are so-called "dual-use facilities", which
means that they cannot be considered exclusively civilian or military. The dual nature of such
objects makes them legitimate objects of attack if their military value is significant enough to justify
the damage suffered by civilians through the destruction or damaging of such an object. In the
case of the attack on the port of Berdyansk, which was not used for receiving and processing
military cargo and which, as far as can be determined from available information, did not play any
other important military function, there is reasonable reason to believe that the bombing violated
Russia's commitments to IHL.

Seizure of private property

On the outskirts of Kherson, at 16:30 on February 28, soldiers of the occupying Russian
Army, seized property from a local store located at the entrance to the city. These actions were
filmed by a store surveillance camera and posted online by local residents.** Seizure of private
property under IHL is allowed only in cases of urgent military necessity. In any case,
compensation for the seized property must be awarded to the rightful owner.
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